
ORDINANCE NO.2010-10 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MABANK, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE 2004-35, 
ARTICLE 500.00 AND ARTICLE 216.001 OF THE MABANK CITY CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN 
REGULATIONS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF MABANK, TEXAS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MABANK, TEXAS: 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the fair and uniform Regulation of Signs in the City of 
Mabank and it's Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, the following Ordinance is hereby adopted. The intent of 
this article is to establish rules and regulations for the construction, erection and maintenance of all 
outdoor advertising displays, signs or billboards (off-premises signs) within the City of Mabank, as 
well as for the regulations of the issuance or denial and fees for permits. 

Section 1. Sign Classifications and Definitions.  As used in this Ordinance, the following terms 
shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates that a different meaning is 
intended: 

1. Classifications. The following sign construction types used in the schedule of sign standards 
contained in Section 10 hereof are defined in this Ordinance. 
a. Ground-Monument sign.  A sign, not exceeding 200 square feet of sign display area 

per sign side or face, consisting of a base structure supporting a sign display area 
permanently affixed on top of the base structure. The base structure, not exceeding 5 
feet in height, 5 feet in width and 20 feet in length, shall be constructed of masonry 
product including brick, stone, stucco overlay or other materials acceptable to the 
City. The maximum height of the entire ground-monument sign shall not exceed 20 
feet above existing ground (grade) level. The sign may be internally or externally 
illuminated. 

b. Roof sign. A sign, which is erected, constructed or maintained on or over the roof of parapet 
wall of a building. 

c. Wall sign. A sign which is attached or affixed to the wall of a building or is an integral part of 
the wall of a building with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to and not more 
than 12 inched from said wall; provided however that electric wall signs may project not more 
than 18 inches from said wall. A wall sign shall not extend above or beyond the parallel face 
to which the sign is attached. This term shall also include subsection d below. 

d. Projection sign. A sign, which is attached or affixed to a building wall or structure other than, 
a pole sign and extends or projects there from more than 12 inches. 

e. Pole Siqn. A sign supported by not more than two poles or standards in or upon the ground 
and is not part of a building. The maximum height of the sign shall not exceed 30 feet and 
the maximum advertising display surface area of the sign shall not exceed 200 square feet 
per sign face or side. 

f. Directional sign. A pole or ground sign that directs vehicular traffic. The sign may display 
arrows, words or other symbols to indicate direction of facilities. No goods or services for 
sale may be listed. No sign may exceed eight square feet. 

g. Reader board sign. A changeable copy sign with strips attached to the face of the sign to 
hold readily movable letters and numerals. The sign may be internally or externally 
illuminated (pole sign only). 

h. Billboard Signs or Off-premise signs. A sign supported by a single pole or pylon adversting a 
business that is not located on the premises where the sign is located, in or upon the ground 



and is not part of a building. The maximum height of the sign shall not exceed 50 feet and 
shall have a minimum unobstructed clearance from the ground to the base of the advertising 
display surface area of 20 feet. The minimum advertising display surface area shall not be 
more less than 200 square feet per sign face or side and the maximum advertising display 
surface area shall not exceed 200 square feet per sign face or side. 
Development — Construction sign. A sign that is erected during the period of site or project 
development. The sign display area shall not exceed 32 square feet per sign face or side. 

2. Definitions.  
a. Advertising sign. A sign which is a primary use of land (not accessory use) and which directs 

attention to a business, product, activity or service which is conducted, sold, offered, or 
located on the premises where the sign is located. 

b. Sion structure: Any part of a sign, including the base, supporting columns or braces, display 
surface, or any other appendage thereto. 

c. Required setback: The distance from the property line or right-of-way line of all streets 
adjacent to the premises on which a sign is located. 

d. Lighting: The illumination of a sign face by a light source exterior to and not a part of such 
face or a source of light not exposed to the eye. 

e. Flashing sign: A sign or part thereof, operated so as to create flashing, change in light 
intensity, color or copy, or intermittent light impulses more frequently than one every ten 
seconds. Message centers as defined in subsection g below shall not constitute flashing 
signs. It is further provided that a sign that creates intermittent light impulses, which convey 
time of day and/or temperature only, shall not constitute a flashing sign. 

f. Motion: The moving or rotating of a sign or portion thereof, or the giving of the perception of 
motion, other than a message center as defined in Section (g) below. 

g. Message center. A sign, which provides public service information, any similar public interest 
information and/or related advertising for a general business, located on the same premises 
through electronically controlled intermittent light impulses. A message sensor (center) shall 
consist of letters, words or numerals that can either change sequentially or travel across the 
display area. No character shall exceed 42 inches in height and no lamp shall exceed 50 
watts. Prior to issuance of a permit for a message center, the same shall be approved as a 
specific use by the City Council. However, in no case shall such sign exceed the regulations 
contained in Section 10. 

h. Directory sign. A pole or ground sign consisting of building identification and general 
business signs of the individual tenants. 

Section 2. Sion Specifications. 
1. No billboard, off-premise or on-premise outdoor advertising display sign except those described 

in the subsection below, shall be permitted in any residential area in the City of Mabank. 
2. Approved on-premise, outdoor advertising displays, signs or billboards may be constructed, 

erected and maintained only in commercial and industrial areas in the City of Mabank. 
3. Political signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts, provided that no such sign is permitted on 

any public right-of-way, no such sign shall be larger than 16 square feet, or four feet by four feet; 
no such sign shall be constructed erected or maintained more than 60 days prior to any election 
and shall be removed no later than 72 hours after such election. If such signs are not removed 
within the stated period above, the city shall remove such signs and assess each candidate 
reflected on each sign removed $5.00 per sign removed. 

4. Any building or land use not conforming to the zoning ordinance provisions for the zone in which 
it is located shall nevertheless, comply with all of the provisions of this ordinance for the 
conforming zone. 

5. In downtown areas or where sidewalks exist, no sign shall project nearer to the front or side 
street property line than two feet from the back of the curb line and must have a minimum 
clearance of eight feet above ground or sidewalk level and 15 feet above driveways and alleys. 



6. In all commercial and industrial zoned areas, the following requirements apply: 
a. On-site_Pole signs, advertising a business complex, a place of business or more than one 

business, shall be restricted to one such sign per business location. The display surface 
area of all such signs shall provide a minimum of 20 feet setback or clearance from any 
street property line and a minimum height of ten feet from the bottom of the sign display area 
to the grade surface. 

b. Any person aggrieved by any of the requirements of item above or any other items of this 
ordinance may make a written request to the City Administrator stating the reason or reasons 
for the specific need. The City Administrator, the Street Superintendent, the Economic 
Development Director, herein designated as the Sign Committee, are hereby directed and 
authorized as a committee with full powers to act in the review of all such requests. All 
decisions of the committee shall be made in writing and all denials shall state the reasons for 
such denial, which shall then be submitted to the City Council for final decision. All decisions 
of the City Council shall be final except as provided for by state law. 

7. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated without first securing a permit from the City. Such 
permit shall contain the location of the sign and drawings showing the design and location of the 
sign and such other pertinent information as the City may require insuring compliance with all 
ordinances of the City of Mabank. Fees for said permit shall be as provided herein. 

8. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the location, size and placement of signs and 
shall otherwise be considered supplementary to the Building Code of the City. No provisions 
specified herein shall be construed to otherwise amend or nullify any provision of the Building 
Code or any Ordinance or regulation of the City pertaining to the erection, use, maintenance or 
operation of signs. 

9. Any sign used in conjunction with a nonconforming use of land or buildings, if such sign is not in 
accordance with the provisions of this section, shall be deemed a separate nonconforming use of 
land and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 6 of this ordinance. 

10. A sign in direct line of vision of any signal light, traffic control sign or other such device from any 
point in a moving traffic lane within 50 feet of, and approaching such traffic control, shall not be 
permitted. 

11. Notwithstanding any provisions of the section, no sign shall be erected which constitutes an 
obstruction to view of operators of motor vehicles on public streets or entering such streets from 
private property. In the event of any question regarding sign obstructions, the Police Chief shall 
determine whether or not an obstruction exists. 

Section 3. Permitted and Prohibited Signs.  
1. Permitted signs. 	The following signs, when complying with the structural and safety 

requirements herein, may be permitted anywhere within the City of Mabank where such signs 
are approved, as provided herein and shall not require a permit: 
a. Development - Construction signs: identifying the architect, engineer, contractor, owner and 

other individuals or firms involved, but not including any advertisement of any product, 
provided said signs shall be removed within fourteen days following the completion of 
construction of any project. 

b. Street signs, banners and streamers suspended over or above dedicated streets or alleys 
are prohibited, except when a permit is obtained from the City Administrator. 

c. Public signs of a noncommercial nature and in the public interest, erected by or on the order 
of a public officer in the performance of their public duty, such as safety, danger, trespassing, 
traffic, memorial, historical interest and the like, are hereby exempt from all of the provisions 
of the ordinance except for structural and safety regulations. 

d. Real estate sign: A sign which advertises a parcel of land or a structure for rent, lease or 
sale, provided, however, that signs identifying model homes shall be considered real estate 
signs with the following conditions: 

1. See sign graph for size allowed. 



2. No more than one sign per model home or residence for sale, rent or lease is 
permitted. 

2. Prohibited signs.  Signs which are strictly prohibited are those which: 
a. Contain statements, words or pictures of an obscene, indecent or immoral character that will 

offend public morals or decency. 
b. Contain or are in imitation of an official traffic sign or signal or contain the words "stop," "go," 

"go slow," "caution," "danger," "warning" or similar words. 
c. Are of a size, shape, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination which 

may be confused with or construed as a traffic control device or which hides from view any 
traffic or street sign or signal. 
Are not permanently or adequately attached to a building or approved sign pole or structure. 

e. No revolving beam or beacon of light resembling any emergency vehicle light shall be 
permitted as part of a sign display in the City of Mabank, nor shall any sign be located so as 
to obstruct the vision or sight distance of motor vehicle operators or pedestrians at any 
street intersection, street crossing or other part of traffic concentration. 

f. Any portable sign that is not permanently or adequately attached to a building or approved 
sign pole or structure, or which does not have a special use permit issued by the Sign 
Cornmittee. 

g. Signs advertising the sale of alcoholic beverages. This shall not prohibit use of established 
trade names of establishments (i.e. "Steak and Ale"). 

h. Signs advertising drink promotions (offering drinks for sale at a price reduced from the 
customary price during a specific period of the day for promotional purposes). 

i. No motor vehicles, trailers or other objects shall be used for the purpose of displaying off-
site advertising signs on any property. Any business located in the City of Mabank may park 
vehicles on the property where the business is located with advertising on the vehicle. 

Section 4. Illuminated signs.  
1. Illuminated signs shall be constructed and located so as to protect the general welfare of all 

citizens and the safety of the motoring public. 
2. The light from any illuminated sign shall be so shaded, shielded or directed that the light intensity 

or brightness will not be hazardous or objectionable to the adjacent or surrounding areas. 
3. No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other illuminating device. Beacon or 

revolving lights shall not be permitted. 
4. No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner so as to be confused with or 

construed as traffic control devices. 
5. Neither the direction nor the reflected light from primary light sources shall create a traffic hazard 

to operators of motor vehicles on public thoroughfares. 
6. No exposed reflective type bulbs and no strobe lights or incandescent lamps exceeding 15 watts 

shall be used on the exterior surface of any sign so as to expose the face of the bulb, light or 
lamp, to any public street or adjacent property; however, illuminated signs which indicate such 
customary public services as time, date, temperature or other similar information may be 
permitted. 

Section 5. Off-Premise Advertising Signs.  
Billboard Signs or Off-premise signs providing for off-premises advertising shall only be 

permitted in commercial or industrial areas of the City of Mabank or in other specific areas 
authorized by the Mabank City Council. 
1. Billboard Signs  (Off-Premise) advertising signs shall not be permitted along State Highway 198 

between the southern right-of-way line of Jeter Street on the north and the southern right-of-way 
line of Pine Street on the south. 



2. Billboard  (Off-Premise) advertising signs shall not be permitted along U. S. 175 Business (Mason 
Street) between the eastern right-of-way line of Adair Road (C. R. 4006) on the west and the 
western right-of-way line of Bexar Street on the east. 

3. Billboard  (Off-Premise) advertising signs shall be set back from public rights-of-way a minimum 
distance of 20 feet. 

4. Billboard (Off-Premise) advertising signs shall not be constructed or erected within public utility 
easements. 

5. The advertising display area or face of an Off-Premises Billboard sign may project 10 feet into 
the minimum distance setback of 20 feet from public rights-of-way and 10 feet into public utility 
easements provided that the clearance fomi the ground to the bottom of the advertising display 
area structure. 
Off-Premises Billboard advertising signs, where permitted, shall have a minimum spacing or 
lineal distance between signs of 1320 feet, parallel to a road right-of- 

Section 6. Nonconforming Signs.  
1. All signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that are not conforming to the 

provisions herein shall be regarded as nonconforming signs. Such signs may be continued in 
use when properly and safely maintained. 

2. Signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that did not apply for and receive a 
sign permit prior to construction, and adoption of this ordinance shall be removed, unless a sign 
permit in conformance with this ordinance is issued. Said signs shall be removed by the owner 
within 30 days after written notice from the code enforcement official. If such order is not 
complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause such sign or billboard to be removed at 
the expense of the owner thereof. For sale, lease or rent notices or signs shall not be deemed as 
advertising signs. 

3. Nonconforming signs that are structurally altered, relocated or replaced shall comply immediately 
with all of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Rules of Construction.  
1. The area of a sign shall be computed by drawing a line or lines around the sign in such a way to 

form not more than four regular geometric figures such as a rectangle, circle, triangle, trapezoid 
or ellipse. The total of these figures shall be the total area of the sign. All portions of the sign 
structure, which are internally illuminated, shall be subject to the area limitations of Section. 10. 

2. The maximum size area in square feet, as prescribed in Section 10, shall apply to only one sign 
face. If the sign has more than one face, the maximum area of all faces shall be twice the area 
prescribed in Section 10. 

3. The height of a sign shall be measured as follows: 
a. Ground, pole or billboard sign within 100 feet of a street abutting the property on which the 

sign is located: From the top of the curb of the nearest street adjacent thereto, or if there is 
no curb, from a point six inches above the edge of the road surface, to the top of the sign 
structure. 

b. Ground, pole or billboard sign more that 100 feet from an adjacent street: From the ground at 
the sign base to the top of the sign structure. 

c. Roof sign: From the roof level at the base to the top of the sign structure. 

Section 8. Special Standards for Signs.  
/. The maximum sign heights prescribed in Section 10 shall apply only to ground-monument and 

pole signs. 
2. Apartment signs shall be placed a minimum of 300 feet apart or one per street frontage. 

Section 9. Special Height and/or Area Signs. 



In order that the City may develop in accordance with the intent and purpose of this ordinance and in 
order that substantial justice may be done, signs may be erected which exceed the height and aerial 
limitations contained in Section 10 after approval of the same as a specific use, having due regard 
for the size (acreage) and topography of the premises or site and the elevation of adjacent 
roadways. 

Section 10. Schedule of Sign Standards  
No signs shall be erected, placed, displayed or located except in accordance with the schedule of 
sign standards, as shown on the following graph. 

SCHEDULE OF SIGN STANDARDS 

Sign Type Permitted 
In 

Max. Area 
in Square 

Feet 

Max. 
Height 

Construction 
Type Permitted 
(Classification 

Sec. 1) 

Setback 
Required 

from 
Property 

Line 

Spacing Lighting 
Interior 

Illumination 
(ii) Indirect 
Illumination 

(ind) 

Other 
Types 

Permitted 
(Section 
Sec.1, 
Sec.3) 

Maximum 
Duration 

Additional 
Requirements 

Real estate All Residentia 
areas 

16 8 c, e None One of each 
per street 
frontage 

ind Temporary (2) 

Institution Residential 
areas 

32 8 c, g 10 One per 
street 
frontage 

ind Direction 
f 

Permanent (3), (5) 

Institution All 
Commercial 
and Industrial 
areas 

80 20 c, e, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, ind Direction 
f, h 

Permanent (3), (4), (5) 

Development All 
Commercial, 
Industrial & 
Planned 
Residential 
areas 

200 20 a, c, e 20 Two per 
development 

ind 1 Temporary 
until project 
complete or 
Permanent 
by permitted 
project 
design 

(5) 

Apartment All Multifamily 
& General 
Business 
areas 

75 6 c, e 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, ind a, b, f, Permanent Height N/A for 
wall [signs] 
(1), (2), (5) 

General 
Business 

General 
Business 
areas 

64 30 c, e, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage & a 
wall 

ii, ind Permanent (1), (5) 

General 
Business & 
Industrial 
areas 

All 
Commercial 8 
Industrial 
areas 

200 30 a, b, c, d, e, f, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, ind h Permanent (4), (5) 

Real estate All 
nonresidentia 
areas 

64 20 e, f None One per 
street 
frontage 

ind Temporary (5) 

Special heigh 
and/or area 

For pylon type signs for shopping centers, industrial complexes and similar type uses in General Business and Industrial 
areas, see Section 2.6.a and Section 9. 

(1) General Business areas located, 1—along State Highway 198 between the southern right-of-
way line of Jeter Street on the north and the southern right-of-way line of Pine Street on the 
south and 2-along U. S. 175 Business (Mason Street) between the eastern right-of-way line 
of Adair Road (C. R. 4006) on the west and the western right-of-way line of Bexar Street on 
the east. 

(2) Not applicable to rental of single units in multifamily or commercial uses. 
(3) May have either reader board/directory, in addition to identification signs. 
(4) See Section 5. Off-Premise Advertising Signs for additional regulation. 



(5) Setback requirements only apply to ground-monument, pole and billboard signs. 

Section 11. Abandonment of Signs.  
Any sign or billboard not used for advertising purposes for a period of six months shall be 
deemed to be in excess of requirements and abandoned. Such signs shall be removed by 
the owner within 30 days after written notice from the code enforcement official. If such 
order is not complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause such sign or billboard to 
be removed at the expense of the owner thereof. For sale, lease or rent notices or signs 
shall not be deemed as advertising signs. 

Section 12. Administration. 
1. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of 

this ordinance. Upon presentation of proper credentials, he/she or authorized 
representatives may enter any building, structure or premises with the City of Mabank to 
perform any duty imposed by this ordinance. 

2. The City Administrator may order the removal of any sign erected or maintained in 
violation of this ordinance. The Administrator shall give 30 days notice in writing to the 
owner of such sign or of the building, structure or premises on which such sign is 
located, to remove the sign or to bring it into compliance. The Administrator may remove 
a sign at cost to the owner, immediately and without notice, if in his/her opinion, which 
shall be final, the sign presents an immediate threat or danger to the safety of the public. 

Section 13. Fees 

The following fees shall apply for all sign permit applicants: 

a) For signs thirty-two square feet and under the fee shall be $40.00 per 
sign face. 

b) For signs over thirty-two square feet but less than sixty square feet, the 
fee shall be $80.00 per sign face. 

c) For signs over 60 square feet, the fee shall be $120.00 per sign face. 
For signs that require City Council approval, the fee shall be $200.00 
per sign face 

Section 14. Severability.  
If any provision, exception, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, shall for 
any reason be held unconstitutional, void or invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance or their application to other persons or 
sets of circumstances and; to this end, all provisions of this ordinance are declared to be 
severable. 

Section 15. Penalties. 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance or failing to 
observe any provisions thereof shall be deemed guilty to a Class C Misdemeanor and upon 



INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED by the affirmative vote of th 
of Mabank, Texas this the 6th day of July 2010. 

ity Council of the City 

LàrryTeas e, Mayo; 

/ 

Section 15. Penalties. 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance or failing to 
observe any provisions thereof shall be deemed guilty to a Class C Misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
Each day a violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. 

Section 16. Effective Date.  
The City Secretary is hereby directed to give notice of this Ordinance by causing the caption 
of the Ordinance to be published in the official newspaper of the City of Mabank at least 
twice after the passage of this Ordinance. 

ATTEST: 

City Secretary/Admini ltrator 
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ORDINANCE NO.2004-35 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MABANK, TEXAS AMENDING ARTICLE 216.001 OF THE 
MABANK CITY CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN REGULATIONS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF THE CITY OF MABANK, TEXAS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
PENALTIES, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MABANK, TEXAS: 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the fair and uniform Regulation of Signs in the City of 
Mabank and it's Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, the following Ordinance is hereby adopted. The intent of 
this article is to establish rules and regulations for the construction, erection and maintenance of all 
outdoor advertising displays, signs or billboards with the City of Mabank, as well as for the 
regulations of the issuance or denial of permits. 

Section 1. Sign Classifications and Definitions.  As used in this Ordinance, the following terms 
shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates that a different meaning is 
intended: 

Classifications.  The following sign construction types used in the schedule of sign standards 
contained in Section 10 hereof are defined in this Ordinance. 
a. Ground-Monument sign. A sign, not exceeding 200 square feet of sign display area 

per sign side or face, consisting of a base structure supporting a sign display area 
permanently affixed on top of the base structure. The base structure, not exceeding 5 
feet in height, 5 feet in width and 20 feet in length, shall be constructed of masonry 
product including brick, stone, stucco overlay or other materials acceptable to the 
City. The maximum height of the entire ground-monument sign shall not exceed 20 
feet above existing ground (grade) level. The sign may be internally or externally 
illuminated. 

b. Roof sign. A sign, which is erected, constructed or maintained on or over the roof of parapet 
wall of a building. 

c. Wall sign. A sign which is attached or affixed to the wall of a building or is an integral part of 
the wall of a building with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to and not more 
than 12 inched from said wall; provided however that electric wall signs may project not more 
than 18 inches from said wall. A wall sign shall not extend above or beyond the parallel face 
to which the sign is attached. This term shall also include subsection d below. 

d. Projection sign. A sign, which is attached or affixed to a building wall or structure other than, 
a pole sign and extends or projects there from more than 12 inches. 

e. Pole Sign. A sign supported by not more than two poles or standards in or upon the ground 
and is not part of a building. The maximum height of the sign shall not exceed 30 feet and 
the maximum advertising display surface area of the sign shall not exceed 200 square feet 
per sign face or side. 

f. Directional sign. A pole or ground sign that directs vehicular traffic. The sign may display 
arrows, words or other symbols to indicate direction of facilities. No goods or services for 
sale may be listed. No sign may exceed eight square feet. 

g. Reader board sign. A changeable copy sign with strips attached to the face of the sign to 
hold readily movable letters and numerals. The sign may be internally or externally 
illuminated (pole sign only). 

h. Billboard Signs. A sign supported by a single pole or pylon in or upon the ground and is not 
part of a building. The maximum height of the sign shall not exceed 50 feet and shall have a 
minimum unobstructed clearance from the ground to the base of the advertising display 
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surface area of 20 feet. The minimum advertising display surface area shall not be less than 
200 square feet per sign face or side and the maximum advertising display surface area shall 
not exceed 432 square feet per sign face or side. 
Development — Construction sign. A sign that is erected during the period of site or project 
development. The sign display area shall not exceed 32 square feet per sign face or side. 

2. Definitions.  
a. Advertising sign. A sign which is a primary use of land (not accessory use) and which directs 

attention to a business, product, activity or service which is not conducted, sold, offered, or 
located on the premises where the sign is located. 

b. Sign structure: Any part of a sign, including the base, supporting columns or braces, display 
surface, or any other appendage thereto. 

c. Required setback: The distance from the property line or right-of-way line of all streets 
adjacent to the premises on which a sign is located. 

d. Lighting: The illumination of a sign face by a light source exterior to and not a part of such 
face or a source of light not exposed to the eye. 

e. Flashing sign: A sign or part thereof, operated so as to create flashing, change in light 
intensity, color or copy, or intermittent light impulses more frequently than one every ten 
seconds. Message centers as defined in subsection g below shall not constitute flashing 
signs. It is further provided that a sign that creates intermittent light impulses, which convey 
time of day and/or temperature only, shall not constitute a flashing sign. 

f. Motion: The moving or rotating of a sign or portion thereof, or the giving of the perception of 
motion, other than a message center as defined in section g below. 

g. Message center. A sign, which provides public service information, any similar public interest 
information and/or related advertising for a general business, located on the same premises 
through electronically controlled intermittent light impulses. A message sensor (center) shall 
consist of letters, words or nume -rals that can either change sequentially or travel across the 
display area. No character shall exceed 42 inches in height and no lamp shall exceed 50 
watts. Prior to issuance of a permit for a message center, the same shall be approved as a 
specific use by the City Council. However, in no case shall such sign exceed the regulations 
contained in Section 10. 

h. Directory sign. A pole or ground sign consisting of building identification and general 
business signs of the individual tenants. 

Section 2. Sion Specifications. 
1. No on-premises outdoor advertising display, sign or billboard except those described in the 

subsection below, shall be permitted in any residential area in the City of Mabank. 
2. Approved on-premises outdoor advertising displays, signs or billboards may be constructed, 

erected and maintained only in commercial and industrial areas in the City of Mabank. 
3. Political signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts, provided that no such sign is permitted on 

any public right-of-way, no such sign shall be larger than 16 square feet, or four feet by four feet; 
no such sign shall be constructed erected or maintained more than 60 days prior to any election 
and shall be removed no later than 72 hours after such election. If such signs are not removed 
within the stated period above, the city shall remove such signs and assess each candidate 
reflected on each sign removed $5.00 per sign removed. 

4. Any building or land use not conforming to the zoning ordinance provisions for the zone in which 
it is located shall, nevertheless, comply with all of the provisions of this ordinance for the 
conforming zone. 

5. In downtown areas or where sidewalks exist, no sign shall project nearer to the front or side 
street property line than two feet from the back of the curb line and must have a minimum 
clearance of eight feet above ground or sidewalk level and 15 feet above driveways and alleys. 

6. In all commercial and industrial zoned areas, the following requirements apply: 
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a. Pole signs, advertising a business complex, a place of business or business, shall be 
restricted to one such sign per business location. The display surface area of all such signs 
shall provide a minimum of 20 feet setback or clearance from any street property line and a 
minimum height of ten feet from the bottom of the sign display area to the grade surface. 

b. Any person aggrieved by any of the requirements of item above or any other items of this 
ordinance may make a written request to the City Administrator stating the reason or reasons 
for the specific need. The City Administrator, the Street Superintendent, the Economic 
Development Director and the Development Services Coordinator, herein designated as the 
Sign Committee, are hereby directed and authorized as a committee with full powers to act in 
the review of all such requests. All decisions of the committee shall be made in writing and all 
denials shall state the reasons for such denial, which shall then be submitted, to the City 
Council for final decision. All decisions of the City Council shall be final except as provided 
for by state law. 

7. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated without first securing a permit from the City. Such 
permit shall contain the location of the sign and drawings showing the design and location of the 
sign and such other pertinent information as the City may require insuring compliance with all 
ordinances of the City of Mabank. 

8. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the location, size and placement of signs and 
shall otherwise be considered supplementary to the Building Code of the City. No provisions 
specified herein shall be construed to otherwise amend or nullify any provision of the Building 
Code or any Ordinance or regulation of the City pertaining to the erection, use, maintenance or 
operation of signs. 

9. Any sign used in conjunction with a nonconforming use of land or buildings, if such sign is not in 
accordance with the provisions of this section, shall be deemed a separate nonconforming use of 
land and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 6 of this ordinance. 

10. A sign in direct line of vision of any sgnal light, traffic control sign or other such device from any 
point in a moving traffic lane within 50 feet of, and approaching such traffic control, shall not be 
permitted. 

11 Notwithstanding any provisions of the section, no sign shall be erected which constitutes an 
obstruction to view of operators of motor vehicles on public streets or entering such streets from 
private property. In the event of any question regarding sign obstructions, the Police Chief shall 
determine whether or not an obstruction exists. 

Section 3. Permitted and Prohibited Siqns.  
1. Permitted siqns. 	The following signs, when complying with the structural and safety 

requirements herein, may be permitted anywhere within the City of Mabank where such signs 
are approved, as provided, herein and shall not require a permit: 
a. Development - Construction signs: identifying the architect, engineer, contractor, owner and 

other individuals or firms involved, but not including any advertisement of any product, 
provided said signs shall be removed within fourteen days following the completion of 
construction of any project. 

b. Street signs, banners and streamers suspended over or above dedicated streets or alleys 
are prohibited, except when a permit is obtained from the City Administrator. 

c. Public signs of a noncommercial nature and in the public interest, erected by or on the order 
of a public officer in the performance of their public duty, such as safety, danger, trespassing, 
traffic, memorial, historical interest and the like, are hereby exempt from all of the provisions 
of the ordinance except for structural and safety regulations. 

d. Real estate sign: A sign which advertises a parcel of land or a structure for rent, lease or 
sale, provided, however, that signs identifying model homes shall be considered real estate 
signs with the following conditions: 

1. See sign graph for size allowed. 
2. No more than one sign per model home is permitted. 
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2. Prohibited signs.  Signs which are strictly prohibited are those which: 
a. Contain statements, words or pictures of an obscene, indecent or immoral character that will 

offend public morals or decency. 
b. Contain or are in imitation of an official traffic sign or signal or contain the words "stop," "go," 

"go slow," "caution," "danger," "warning" or similar words. 
c. Are of a size, shape, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination which 

may be confused with or construed as a traffic control device or which hides from view any 
traffic or street sign or signal. 

d. Are not permanently or adequately attached to a building or approved sign pole or structure. 
e. No revolving beam or beacon of light resembling any emergency vehicle light shall be 

permitted as part of a sign display in the City of Mabank, nor shall any sign be located so as 
to obstruct the vision or sight distance of motor vehicle operators or pedestrians at any 
street intersection, street crossing or other part of traffic concentration. 

f. Any portable sign that is not permanently or adequately attached to a building or approved 
sign pole or structure, or which does not have a special use permit issued by the Sign 
Committee. 

g. Signs advertising the sale of alcoholic beverages. This shall not prohibit use of established 
trade names of establishments (i.e. "Steak and Ale"). 

h. Signs advertising drink promotions (offering drinks for sale at a price reduced from the 
customary price during a specific period of the day for promotional purposes). 

Section 4. Illuminated signs.  
1. Illuminated signs shall be constructed and located so as to protect the general welfare of all 

citizens and the safety of the motoring public. 
2. The light from any illuminated sign shall be so shaded, shielded or directed that the light intensity 

or brightness will not be hazardous or objectionable to the adjacent or surrounding areas. 
3. No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other illuminating device. Beacon or 

revolving lights shall not be permitted. 
4. No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner so as to be confused with or 

construed as traffic control devices. 
5. Neither the direction nor the reflected light from primary light sources shall create a traffic hazard 

to operators of motor vehicles on public thoroughfares. 
6. No exposed reflective type bulbs and no strobe lights or incandescent lamps exceeding 15 watts 

shall be used on the exterior surface of any sign so as to expose the face of the bulb, light or 
lamp, to any public street or adjacent property; however, illuminated signs which indicate such 
customary public services as time, date, temperature or other similar information may be 
permitted. 

Section 5. Off-Premise Advertising Signs.  
1. Pole or Billboard Signs providing for otf-premises advertising shall unly be pecmitted in 

commercial or industrial areas of the City of Mabank or in other specific areas authorized by the 
Mabank City Council. 

2. Off-Premise advertising signs shall not be permitted along State Highway 198 between the 
southern right-of-way line of Jeter Street on the north and the southern right-of-way line of Pine 
Street on the south. 

3. Off-Premise advertising signs shall not be permitted along U. S. 175 Business (Mason Street) 
between the eastern right-of-way line of Adair Road (C. R. 4006) on the west and the western 
right-of-way line of Bexar Street on the east. 

4. Off-Premise advertising signs shall be set back from public rights-of-way a minimum distance of 
20 feet. 

5. Off-Premise advertising signs shall not be constructed or erected within public utility easements. 
6. The advertising display area or face of an Off-Premises Billboard sign may project 10 feet into 

the minimum distance setback of 20 feet from public rights-of-way and 10 feet into public utility 
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easements provided that the clearance form the ground to the bottom of the advertising display 
area structure. 

7. Off-Premises Billboard advertising signs, where permitted, shall have a minimum spacing or 
lineal distance between signs of 1320 feet, parallel to a road right-of-way. 

8. Off-Premises Pole Signs shall have a minimum spacing or lineal distance between Billboard 
signs and other Pole signs of 660 feet per side, parallel to a road right-of-way. 

Section 6. Nonconforming Signs.  
1. All signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that are not conforming to the 

provisions herein shall be regarded as nonconforming signs. Such signs may be continued in 
use when properly and safely rrfaintained. 

2. Signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that did not apply for and receive a 
sign permit prior to construction, and adoption of this ordinance shall be removed, unless a sign 
permit in conformance with this ordinance is issued. Said signs shall be removed by the owner 
within 30 days after written notice from the code enforcement official. If such order is not 
complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause such sign or billboard to be removed at 
the expense of the owner thereof. For sale, lease or rent notices or signs shall not be deemed as 
advertising signs. 

3. Nonconforming signs that are structurally altered, relocated or replaced shall comply immediately 
with all of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 7. Rules of Construction.  
1. The area of a sign shall be computed by drawing a line or lines around the sign in such a way to 

form not more than four regular geometric figures such as a rectangle, circle, triangle, trapezoid 
or ellipse. The total of these figures shall be the total area of the sign. All portions of the sign 
structure, which are internally illuminated, shall be subject to the area limitations of Section. 10. 

2. The maximum size area in square feet, as prescribed in Section 10, shall apply to only one sign 
face. If the sign has more than one face, the maximum area of all faces shall be twice the area 
prescribed in Section 10. 

3. The height of a sign shall be measured as follows: 
a. Ground, pole or billboard sign within 100 feet of a street abutting the property on which the 

sign is located: From the top of the curb of the nearest street adjacent thereto, or if there is 
no curb, from a point six inches above the edge of the road surface, to the top of the sign 
structure. 

b. Ground, pole or billboard sign more that 100 feet from an adjacent street: From the ground at 
the sign base to the top of the sign structure. 

c. Roof sign: From the roof level at the base to the top of the sign structure. 

Section 8. Special Standards for Signs.  
/. The maximum sign heights prescribed in Section 10 shall apply only to ground-monument and 

pole signs. 
2. Apartment signs shall be placed a minimum of 300 feet apart or one per street frontage. 

Section 9. Special Height and/or Area Signs.  
In order that the City may develop in accordance with the intent and purpose of this ordinance and in 
order that substantial justice may be done, signs may be erected which exceed the height and aerial 
limitations contained in Section 10 after approval of the same as a specific use, having due regard 
for the size (acreage) and topography of the premises or site and the elevation of adjacent 
roadways. 
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Section 10. Schedule of Sign Standards  
No signs shall be erected, placed, displayed or located except in accordance with the schedule of 
sign standards, as shown on the following graph. 

SCHEDULE OF SIGN STANDARDS 

Sign Type Permitted 
In 

Max. Area 
in Square 

Feet 

Max. 
Height 

Construction 
Type Permitted 
(Classification 

Sec. 1) 

Setback 
Required 

from 
Property 

Line 

Spacing Lighting 
Interior 

Illumination 
(ii) Indirect 
Illumination 

(ind) 

Other 
Types 

Permitted 
(Section 
Sec.1, 
Sec.3) 

Maximum 
Duration 

Additional 
RequirementF. 

Real estate All Residentia 
areas 

16 -8 c, e None One of each 
per street 
frontage 

ind Temporary (2) 

Institution Residential 
areas 

32 8 c, g 10 One per 
street 
frontage 

ind Direction 
f 

Permanent (3), (5) 

Institution All 

Commercial 
and Industrial 
areas 

80 20 c, e, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, 	ind Direction 
f, h 

Permanent (3), (4), (5) 

Development All 
Commercial, 
Industrial & 
Planned 
Residential 
areas 

200 20 a, c, e 20 Two per 
development 

ind j Temporary 
until project 
complete or 
Permanent 
by permitted 
project 
design 

( 5 ) 

Apartment All Multifamily 
& General 
Business 
areas 

75 6 c, e 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, ind a, b, f, Permanent Height N/A for 
wall [signs] 
(1), (2), (5) 

General 
Business 

General 
Business 
areas 

64 30 c, e, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage & a 
wall 

ii, ind Permanent (1), (5) 

General 
Business & 
Industrial 
areas 

All 
Commercial 8 
Industrial 
areas 

200 30 a, b, c, d, e, f, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage 

ii, ind h Permanent (4), (5) 

Real estate All 
nonresidentia 
areas 

64 20 e, f None One per 
street 
frontage 

ind Temporary ( 5 ) 

Special heigh 
and/or area 

For pylon type signs for shopping centers, industrial complexes and similar type uses in General Business and Industrial 
areas, see Section 2.6.a and Section 9. 

(1) General Business areas located, 1—along State Highway 198 between the southern right-of-
way line of Jeter Street on the north and the southern right-of-way line of Pine Street on the 
south and 2-along U. S. 175 Business (Mason Street) between the eastern right-of-way line 
of Adair Road (C. R. 4006) on the west and the western right-of-way line of Bexar Street on 
the east. 

(2) Not applicable to rental of single units in multifamily or commercial uses. 
(3) May have either reader board/directory, in addition to identification signs. 
(4) See Section 5. Off-Premise Advertising Signs for additional regulation. 
(5) Setback requirements only apply to ground-monument, pole and billboard signs. 

Section 11. Abandonment of Signs.  
Any sign or billboard not used for advertising purposes for a period of six months shall be 
deemed to be in excess of requirements and abandoned. Such signs shall be removed by 
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the owner within 30 days after written notice from the code enforcement official. If such 
order is not complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause such sign or billboard to 
be removed at the expense of the owner thereof. For sale, lease or rent notices or signs 
shall not be deemed as advertising signs. 

Section 12. Administration. 
1. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of 

this ordinance. Upon presentation of proper credentials, he/she or authorized 
representatives may enter any building, structure or premises with the City of Mabank to 
perform any duty imposed by this ordinance. 

2. The City Administrator may order the removal of any sign erected or maintained in 
violation of this ordinance. The Administrator shall give 30 days notice in writing to the 
owner of such sign or of the building, structure or premises on which such sign is 
located, to remove the sign or to bring it into compliance. The Administrator may remove 
a sign at cost to the owner, immediately and without notice, if in his/her opinion, which 
shall be final, the sign presents an immediate threat or danger to the safety of the public. 

Section 13. Severability.  
If any provision, exception, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, shall for 
any reason be held unconstitutional, void or invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance or their application to other persons or 
sets of circumstances and; to this end, all provisions of this ordinance are declared to be 
severable. 

Section 14. Penalties. 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance or failing to 
observe any provisions thereof shall be deemed guilty to a Class C Misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
Each day a violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. 

Section 15. Effective Date.  
The City Secretary is hereby directed to give notice of this Ordinance by causing the caption 
of the Ordinance to be published in the official newspaper of the City of Mabank at least 
twice after the passage of this Ordinance. 

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED by the affirmative vote of the City Council of the City 
of Mabank, Texas this the 7 th  day of December 2004. 

ATTEST: 

City Secretary/Adminis r tor 
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ARTICLE 216.001 SIGN FOR ADVERTISING 

SECTION I. SIGN CLASSIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings 
iinieq the .nnntextindirtec thmt -=' -different nrIening k intended: 

A. 	Classifications.  The following sign construction types used in the 
gri1P-ChIP nf sign RtnnriArriA - rInntAinArl in SArlinn 	hArAnf rP (-Wined: 

1) Ground-Monument sign. A sign not exceeding 200 square feet of sign 
display Area per sign side Or -face, ccnsistico nf a hasa structure 

supporting a sign display area permanently affixed on to of the base 
structure. The base structure, not exceeding five (5) feet in height, five 
(5) feet in width and twenty (20) feet in length ;  shall be constructed of 
masonry product including brick, stone, stucco overlay or other materials 
acceptable to the City. The maximum height of the entire ground-
monument sian shall not exceed 20 feet above existina around (arade) 
level. The sign may be internally or externally illuminated. 

2) Roof sign. A sign, which is erected, constructed or maintained on or over 
the ronf Tyr .  psrspet wU nf A hi tildirfg. 

3) Wall sign. A sign which is attached or affixed to the wall of a building or is 
sn integrlnarf nF tha WAR nf a  hiiilding with the ..exrinsed fwte :nf.the skin 

in a plane parallel to and not more than 12 inches from said wall; provided 
however that electric wall signs may project not more than 18 inches from 
said wall_ A WAII sign shall not extend above or beyond the parallel face to 
which the sign is attached. This term shall also include subsection d 
below. 

4) Projection sign. A sign which is attached or affixed to a building wall or 
structure other than a pole sign and extends or projects there from more 
than 12 inches. 

5) Pole sign. A sign supported by and placed upon not more than two poles 
or standards in or upon the around and is not part of a building. The 
maximum height of the sign shall not exceed 30 feet and the maximum 
advertising display surface area of the sign shall not exceed 200 square 
feet per sign face or side. 

6) Directional sign. A pole or ground sign that directs vehicular traffic. The 
sign may display arrows, words or other symbols to indicate direction of 
facilities. No goods or services for sale may be listed. No sign may 
exceed eight square feet. 

7) Reader board sign. A changeable copy sign with strips attached to the 
face of the sign to hold readily movable letters and numerals. The sign 
may be internally or externally illuminated (pole sign only). 



8) Billboard signs. A sign supported by a single pole or pylon in or upon the 
ntritind And ig. nnt. nati - nf. Ahi iiHinn ThA rnAlrientirn. hAinht (If fhi= ■ sinri 

shall not exceed 50 feet and shall have a minimum unobstructed 
clearance from the ground to the base of the advertising display surface 
area -of 20 feet. The minimum -advertising - display . surfane RiRR shall:not 
be less than 200 square feet per sign face or side and the maximum 
advertising display surface area shall not exceed 432 square feet per sign 
face or -side • 

9) Development — Construction sign. A sign that is erected during the period 
of site or project development The sion display area shall not exceed 32 
square feet per sign face or side. 

B. 	Definitions.  
4; AdvrArng .!rgrl A cign whirh ie a primary i 	nf land (rinf arnraccnry  

use) and which directs attention to a business, product, actMty or service 
which is not conducted, sold, offered, or located on the premises where 
the sign is lortatAit 

2) Sign structure: Any part of a sign, including the base, supporting columns 
or braces, display surface, or any other . appendage thereto.  

3) Required setback: The distance from the property line or right -of-way line 
of all streets adjacent to the premises on which a sign is located 

4) Lighting: The illumination of a sign face by a light source exterior to and 
not a part of such face or a source of light not exposed to the eye. 

5) Flashing sign: A sign or part thereof, operated so as to create flashing, 
chanae in light intensity, color or copy. or intermittent light impulses more 
frequently than one every ten seconds. Message centers as defined in 
subsection g below shall not constitute flashing signs. It is further 
provided that a sign that creates intermittent light impulses, which convey 
time of day and/or temperature only, shall not constitute a flashing sign. 

6) Motion: The moving or rotating of a sign or portion thereof, or the giving of 
thA pAriptirin of Motion, other than a message nenter 	defined -in 
section g below. 

7) Message center. A sign, which provides public service information, any 
similar pi ihlin interest information andlorrelated ArivPrtiing fora genera! 
business, located on the same premises through electronically controlled 
intermittent light impulses. A message sensor (center) shall consist of 
letters, words or numerals that 'Pan -either r:hange :sequentially or travel 
across the display area. No character shall exceed 42 inches in height 
and no lamp shall exceed 50 watts. Prior to issuance of a permit for a 
messaae center, the same shall be approved as a specific use - by the City 
Council. However, in no case shall such sign exceed the regulations 
contained in Section 10. 



8) Directory sign. A pole or ground sign consisting of building identification 
and gPnaral hi minaQQ irgr) of the indivdi l iei tehnht. 

SECTION 2. SIGN SPECIFICATIONS. 

A. No on-premises outdoor advertising display, sign or billboard except 
those described in the subsection below, shall be permitted in any 
residentially zoned rein in the City of Mahank 

B. Approved on -premises outdoor advertising displays, signs or billboards 
may be constructed, erected and maintained only in commercial and 
industrial zoned areas in the City of Mabank. 

C. Political signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts, provided that no 
ciegn ic  parmittad rir nny pi 	 n- 	cign chall 

larger than 16 square feet, or four feet by four feet; no such sign shall be 
constructed erected or maintained more than 60 days prior to any election 
And .0A1! hp rArnnvAri  no latar than 72 holiN after Ai Joh eiention.if eiirth 

signs are not removed within the stated period above, the city shall 
remove such signs and assess each candidate reflected on each sign 
removed $g no per sign removed_ 

D. Any building or land use not conforming to the zoning ordinance 
provisions for the zone in which it is located shall, nevertheless, comply 

with all of the provisions of this ordinance for the conforming zone. 

E. In downtown areas or where sidewalks exist, no sign shall project nearer 
to the front or if' 4F' 	proparty ling,  than two fi.At from tha herrik. of  thr- 
curb line and must have a minimum dearance of eight feet above ground 
or sidewalk level and 15 feet above driveways and alleys. 

F. In all commercial and industrial zoned areas, the following requirements 
apply: 

1) Pole signs advertising a place of business, a place of business or 
businesses, shall be restricted to one such sians per business 
location. The display surface area of all such signs shall provide a 
minimum of 20 feet setback or clearance from any street property 
line and a minimum heiaht of 10 feet from the bottom of the sian 
display area to the grade surface. 

2) Any person aggrieved by any of the requirements of item above or 
any ofhrifcmc nf thiQ ordiriAnr,0 may mki  writtan raqiiat 
the City Administrator stating the reason or reasons for the 
specific need. The City Administrator, the Street Superintendent, 
the Pcnnornic nevelopment nit -pc:tor end the nevelnpment 
Services Coordinator, herein designated as the Sign Committee, 
are hereby directed and authorized as a committee with full 
powers to act in the review of all such requests All decisions of 

the committee shall be made in writing and all denials shall state 



the reasons for such denial, which shall then be submitted, to the 
frIr fir 	icirI AH dArtiinriq (If Ih  nity r.ro innH - 

shall be final except as provided for by state law. 

G. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated without first securing a 
nclrmif frnm fho rihr 	 ehail nrAnfain hi inrafinn nf ihgt einn and 

drawings showing the design and location of the sign and such other 
pertinent information as the City may require insuring compliance with all 
nrclinAnnekgrif thP rity rif Mh AAnk. 

H. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the location, size and 
plAnernpnt of sips And RhAll otherwisphs cnnsidered AiippieMentary to 
the Building Code of the c4. No provisions specified herein shall be 
construed to otherwise amend or nullify any provision of the Building 
Code or any Ordinance or regulation of the City pertaining to the erection, 

use, maintenance or operation of signs. 

Any sign used in conjunction with a nonconforming use of land or 
hi iiiningq, if Qi irh irgn k  nnt in AnnnrriAnri. with thi= prnviQirinc (If ti* 
section, shall be deemed a separate nonconforming use of land and shall 
be subject to the provisions of Section 6 of this ordinance. 

J. A sign in direct line of vision of any signal light, traffic control sign or other 
such device from any point in a moving traffic lane within 50 feet of, and 
approaching such traffic control, shall not be permitted_ 

K. Notwithstanding any provisions of the section, no sign shall be erected 
which constitutes an obstruction to view of operators of motor vehicles on 
public streets or entering such streets from private property. In the event 
of any question regarding sign obstructions, the Police Chief shall 
determine whether or not an obstruction exists. 

SECTION 3. PERMITTED AND PROHIBITED SIGNS. 

A. 	Permitted signs. The following signs, when complying with the structural 
and safety requirements herein, may be permitted anywhere within the 
Cit,v of Mabank in which such signs are approved, as provided, herein 
and shall not require a permit: 

1) Development - Construction signs: identifying the architect, engineer, 
r'nrrtrrtnr, t -Iwngar nri nthg4 r i nrii , irii ii nr firrnQ 	 !int 
including any advertisement of any product, provided said signs shall 
be removed within fourteen days following the completion of 
rnnstn intinn cifAny prn;Art 

2) Street signs, banners and streamers suspended over or above 
dedicated streets or alleys are prohibited, except when a permit is 

obtained from the City Administrator. 

3) Public signs of a noncommercial nature and in the public interest, 
orPntAri hy nr rin thc nrdpr nf A pi ihiin nffinpr 	pprinr innr,1 nf 



their public duty, such as safety, danger, trespassing, traffic, 
mAmnriAl, hktorir-AI intPrg.qt. And thA likP, 	hPrAhy f.y.g.rnpt frrim Al! 

of the provisions of the ordinance except for structural and safety 
regulations. 

4) Real estate sign: A sign which advertise a parcel of land or a 
structure for rent, lease or sale, provided, however, that signs 
identifying model hornes shall he - considered  real e.state - signs with the 
following conditions: 

a) See sign graph for size allowed 
tqnrnrr thn rInc. 	pg,r mndp.i hrm i pg.rmittF.ri 

B. 	Prohibited signs. Signs which are strictly prohibited are those which: 
1 \ (craltAin tn.l.prricknts wnrrig nr ninfitra nf An nhAnAng,.  indgkrIpmt nr - / 	 - , 	 s-- 	 -, - 

immoral character that will offend public morals or decency. 

2) Contain or are in imitation of an official traffic sign or signal or contain 
th=- ,Nr-trdc "ctr'ip," 	"gr, -chw ," "r= ,  itinn," "ri=nry=r," "wmrning""Ir 
similar words. 

3) Are of a size, shape, location, movement, content, coloring or manner 
cif 	 whirh m., h rnrIfitPri with rIr rnhctrt [girl a 	tr=ffir 
control device or which hides from view any traffic or street sign or 
signal. 

4) Are not permanently or adequately attached to a building or approved 
sign pole or structure. 

5) No revolving beam or beacon of light resembling any emergency 
vehicle light shall be permitted as part of a sign display in the City of 
Mabank, nor shall any sign be located so as to obstruct the vision or 
sight distance of motor vehicle operators or pedestrians at any street 
intersection, street crossing or other part of traffic concentration. 

6) Any portable sign that is not permanently or adequately attached to a 
building or approved sign pole or structure, or which does not have a 
special use permit issued by the Sion Committee. 

7) Signs advertising the sale of alcoholic beverages. This shall not 
prohibit use of established trade names of establishments (i.e. "Steak 
and Ale"). 

8) Signs advertising drink promotions (offering drinks for sale at a price 
ronling.ri  frnm +him ni Jcfnrriry print= di Ti ng  i nrifir pp■ rinri 	riay 

for promothnal purposes). 

SECTION 4. ILLUMINATED SIGNS. 

A. 	Illuminated signs shall be constructed and located so as to protect the 
general welfare of all citizens and the safety of the motoring public. 



B. The light from any illuminated sign shall be so shaded, shielded or 
riirPotaqi thAt thF4 light intAnity nr hrightn 	will nnt ht. hA7Arrirmiq nr 
objectionable to the adjacent or surrounding areas. 

C. No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other 
rioVir!g'. riPlfmnn 	rp,vnlving lightQ 	nnt hi" p,-rmittc.d. 

D. No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner so as to 
confiiserl With or construed as traffic crintrnt devices .  

E. Neither the direction nor the reflected light from primary light sources shall 
create A traffic ha7ard to operators of motor vehicles on public 

thoroughfares. 

F. No exposed reflective type bulbs and no strobe lights or incandescent 
lAmp Axr.-PArling 1F+ vtiRtt chIL b i id rirl thA AxtArinr iirfAr-s4 of Any 

sign so as to expose the face of the bulb, light or lamp, to any public 
street or adjacent property; however, illuminated signs which indicate 
unh itilAtornRry nhirRArvinks s tirriA, ri*21, fRn1pArRtorR nr rIthr4r sirnilRr 

information may be permitted. 

SECTION 5. OFF-PREMISE ADVERTSING SIGNS 

A. Pole or Billboard Signs providing for off-premises advertising shall only be 
permitted in commercial or industrial areas of the City of Mabank or in 
nthRr ApPr_ifin Arg,A.q IthfIri7M hy 	MAhAnk. nity nni irI 

B. Off-Premise advertising signs shall not be permitted along State Highway 
198 hetween the southern right-of-way line of .leter Street on the north 

and the southern right-of-way line of Pine Street on the south. 

C. Off-premise advertising signs shall not be permitted along U S 175 
(lkAQnn strP,g=t) hi"twg,gm thg,  g‘cti.rri right-ny fln  nf Arkriir 

Road (CR $006) on the west and the western right-of-way line of Bexar 
Street on the east. 

D. Off-premise advertising signs shall be set back from public rights-of-way a 
minimum distance of 20 feet. 

E. Off-premise advertising signs shall not be constructed or erected within 
public utility easements. 

F. The advertising display area or face of an off-premise billboard sign may 
project 10 feet into the minimum distance setback of 20 feet from public 
riohts-of-way and 10 feet into public utility easements provided that the 
clearance from the ground to the bottom of the advertising display area 
structure. 

G. Off-premise billboard advertising signs, where permitted, shall have a 
minimum spacing or lineal distance between signs of 13200 feet, parallel 
to the road ridht-of-wav. 



H. 	Off-premise pole signs shall have a minimum spacing or lineal distance 
hPttwPPn niiihn=Tni cirtn 	hri nthar pr.* QighQ nf AAn 	P1=T Qieja=', pm.r=iii=4 
to the road right-of-way. 

SECTION 6. NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 

A. All signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that are 
not conforming to the provisions herein shall be regarded as 
nntinonforrning irin  Siinh qignA mAy ht4 (nrItinugkd in IMP whPn propPrly 
and safely maintained. 

B. Signs existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance that did not 
anniv fnr and ranaiva cinn narmif nrinr nnncfn infinn and arinnfinn rF 

this ordinance shall be removed, unless a sign permit in confomiance 
with this ordinance is issued. Said signs shall be removed by the owner 
within m rlys AftPr writtAn nntinP frnm thp (-mt. Anft-Irn-PmAnt riffinil. If 
such order is not complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause 
such sign or billboard to be removed at the expense of the owner thereof. 
Fnr AMP ,  IPA:SP nr rent nntices nr signs shall not he deemed As Acivpriising 

signs. 

C. Nonconforming signs that are structurally altered, relocated or replaced 
sh9,11 enniply immPrlit ,t,  with 	thP prnviinnq 

SECTION 7. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

A. The area of a sign shall be computed by drawing a line or lines around 
the sign in such a way to form not more than four regular geometric 
figures such AS a rectangle,  circle, triangle, trape7nid or ellipse The tntal 

of these figures shall be the total area of the sign. All portions of the sign 
structure, which are internally illuminated, shall be subject to the area 
limitations of Section -10 

B. The maximum size area in square feet, as prescribed in Section 10, shall 
apply to only one sian face. If the sian has more than one face, the 
maximum area of all faces shall be twice the area prescribed in Section 
10. 

C. The height of a sign shall be measured as follows: 

1) Ground, pole or billboard sign within 100 feet of a street abutting the 
nrnnarhi nn whinh fha cinn i irtraiori. Prnm +ha frin nf 	irh nf +ha 

nearest street adjacent thereto, or if there is no curb, from a point six 
inches above the edge of the road surface, to the top of the sign 

2) Ground or pole sign more that 100 feet from an adjacent street: From 
the. ground :at the sign hase to the top -  of the sign structure 
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12.-d 

c.: 3) Roof sign: From the roof level at the base to the top of the 
qtri 	iroz. 

SECTION 8. SPECIAL STANDARDS FOR SIGNS. 

A. The maximum sign heights prescribed in Section 10 shall apply only to 
ground-monument and pole signs. 

B. Apartment signs shall be placed a minimum of 300 feet apart or one per 
street frontage. 

SECTION 9. SPECIAL HEIGHT AND/OR AREA SIGNS 

In order that the City may develop in accordance with the intent and purpose of 
thiQ rirriin=nr= rti-1  in rtrri=r th=t Qi.F■Qt=ntil tc-tirs rn=yh drn  '!,;tnc mmy h= p=rit.ri 
which exceed the height and aerial limitations contained in Section 10 after approval of 
the same as a specific use, having due regard for the size (acreage) and topography of 
thP pfiRfrliRPR -RAP And thP P!PvAtinn rlf ArriAr-Pnit. rnAdwAys, 

SECTION 10. SCHEDULE OF SIGN STANDARDS 

No signs shall be erected, placed, displayed or located except in accordance with 
the schedule of sign standards, as shown on the following graph. 

SCHEDULE OF SIGN STANDARDS 

Sign Type Permitted In Max 
Area in 
Square 

Feet 

Max 
Height 

Construction 
Type 

Permitted 
(Classification 

Sec. 1) 

Set 
Requirement 

from 
Property 

Line 

Spacing Lighting 
Interior 

Illumination 
(ii) Indirect 
Illumination 

(ind) 

Other 
Types 

Permitted 
(Sec 1, 
Sec 3) 

Maxim 
um 

Duratio 
n 

Additior 
Requirem 

Real Estate All 
Residential 
areas 

16 8 c, e None One of 
each 
per 
street 
frontage 

Ind Tempo 
rary 

(2) 

Institution Residential 
areas 

32 8 c, 9 10 One per 
street 
fronta te 

Ind Direction 
f 

Perma 
nent 

(3), (5  

iiisaution Aii 
Commercial 
and 
Industrial 
areas 

OV LV GI e, 9 20 Otte pet 
street 
frontage 

ii, 	ititi DiieCtion 
f, h 

Peinea 
nent 

. (3),.(4), 

Development 

1  

All 
Commercial, 
Industrial, & 
PI.nriPri 
Residential 
areas 

200 20 a, c, e 20 Two per 
develop 
ment 

ind J Tempo 
rary 
until 
project 
comple 
te or 
Perma 
nent 
by 
permitt 
ed 
project 
design 

(5) 

Apartment All 
Multifamily 

75 6 c, e 20 One per 
street 

li, ind A, b, f Perma 
nent 

Height IN 
for wa 



& General 
Business 
areas 

frontage (signs) 
(2), (t. 

General 
Business 

All 
Commercial 
& industrial 
areas 

64 30 c, e, g 20 One per 
street 
frontage 
& a wall 

li, ind Perma 
nent 

(1), (f. 

General 
Business & 
Industrial 
areas 

All 
Commercial 
& Industrial 

200 30 a, b, c, d, e„ 

9 

20 One per 
street 
frontaae 

li, ind H Perma 
nent 

(4), (! 

areas 
Real estate All 

nonresidenti 
al areas 

64 20 e, f None One per 
street 
frontage 

ind Tempo 
rary 

(5) 

Speciai 
Height 
and/or area 

For pylon type signs for shopping centers, industrial complexes and simiiar type uses in General Business and industriai areas, s 
Section 2.6.a and Section 9. 

SECTION 11. ABANDONMENT OF SIGNS. 
Any sign or billboard not used for advertising purposes for a period of six months shall 
be deemed to be in excess of requirements and abandoned. Such signs shall be 
removed by the owner within 30 days after written notice from the code enforcement 
official. If such order is not complied with, the code enforcement official shall cause such 
sign or billboard to be removed at the expense of the owner thereof. For sale, lease or 
rent notices or signs shall not be deemed as advertising signs. 

SECTION 12. ADMINISTRATION. 
nity Ariminictr=tr‘r ihi.ro.hy 	 riirartg,ri +r infrirr 	II the 

provisions of this ordinance. Upon presentation of proper credentials, 
he/she or authorized representatives may enter any building, structure or 
rirg,rniARA with thi:k nity of Mhrik to pArforrn Any duty impdcPct hy thiR: 
ordinance: 

B. 	The City Administrator may order the removal of any sign erected or 
rneintRinerl in -  vinietion nt this nrriinenhe The Arirninistretnr shell -give .31) 

days notice in writing to the owner of such sign or of the building, 
structure or premises on which such sign is located, to remove the sign or 
to bring it into compliance. The Administrator may remove a sign at cost 

to the owner, immediately and without notice, if in his/her opinion, which 
shall be final, the sign presents an immediate threat or danger to the 
safety of the. public.. 

SECTION 13. SEVERABILITY. 
If any provision, exception, section, subsection, paraaraph, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, shall 
for any reason be held unconstitutional, void or invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity of the remainina provisions of this ordinance or their application to other persons 
or sets of circumstances and; to this end, all provisions of this ordinance are declared to 
be severable. 

SECTION 14. PENALTIES. 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this ordinance or failing to 
observe any provisions thereof shall be deemed guilty to a Class C Misdemeanor and 
upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500.00). Each day a violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. 



SECTION 15. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Th r-ity 	 h‘zrgthy rilFP'etOri trI givg. nrAir-0 (If thi nrrtin21-rg by (--Liing th.g= 
caption of the Ordinance to be published in the official newspaper of the City of Mabank 
at least twice after the passage of this Ordinance. 

Ordinance 2004 — 35 Passed December 7, 2004 
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